
Join us in Nishinomiya for a conference full of sharing ideas!

Dr. Stephanie Ann Houghton
Stephanie Ann Houghton (PhD) is an Associate Professor at Saga University, Japan. She holds 
a doctorate in education from Durham University, England. She is co-founder and co-editor 
of the Intercultural Communication and Language Education book series (Springer). 
Focusing on ways of overcoming prejudice and discrimination, she has published numerous 
books and international peer-reviewed articles on the development of intercultural dialogue 
and native-speakerism. Now based in the Faculty of Art and Regional Design, and Graduate 
School of Regional Design in Art and Economics, her research activities explore links 
between dance (as non-verbal communication), �tness (as health-oriented social activity) 
and intercultural communication.

Dr. �ang Siew Ming 
Dr. �ang Siew Ming is a recently retired Professor and former Chair of the School of 
Language Studies and Linguistics, �e National University of Malaysia. She is President of 
PacCALL and Co-chair of GLoCALL series of conferences. She is also active in eye-tracking 
research and is President of APAREM (Asia Paci�c Association of Research in Eye 
Movements).  Her key areas of interest are Learner Autonomy, CALL, Learning Styles and 
Strategies, Motivation Studies and Eye Movements Research. She has published extensively 
and is on the editorial boards of numerous well-known CALL and Language Education 
journals.  Her recent publications are available in highly reputable journals such as the CALL, 

TAPER, Language & Education, EAR, AJET, IRRODL, IJPL, 3L and GEMA.

Dr. Kensaku Yoshida
My main area of research has been in the development of Japan's foreign language education 
policy.  I have been involved heavily in the development of the Course of Study as well as in 
the changes to be implemented in college entrance examinations.  In terms of the former, we 
have changed the basic structure of the Course of Study so that the main focus is now more 
clearly stated as being in the development of communicative ability--modeled on the 
so-called CEFR (Common European Framework of Reference) Can-Do statements. �e 
revision of English education cannot be realized unless the college entrance examinations are 
changed from the present one or two skills based tests to pro�ciency tests based on all four 
language skills.  Although there are still many obstacles of overcome, I think we have taken 
the �rst steps in raising the English pro�ciency level of the Japanese.

Learn more at the PanSIG 2019 website:

PanSIG is an annual conference held in May, and organized by 
many of the Special Interest Groups (SIGs) of the Japan 
Association for Language Teaching (JALT). �e conference brings 
together leading scholars and practitioners in language education 
from Japan, Asia, and throughout the world. It is meant to be a 
smaller, more intimate conference than the annual international 
JALT conference (which is held each fall), and is a place where SIG 
members can network with each other.


